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CONNECTING TO THE 
HAWAIIAN CULTURE

Kainoa Daines
Director of Culture & Product Development

Hawai‘i Visitors & Convention Bureau
(established 1903)

WHO IS THIS GUY?!

• The artist formerly known as the Director of Sales for the
O‘ahu Visitors Bureau

• Director of Sales/Cultural Director, Queen Kapi‘olani Hotel

• Sales Manager, Miramar At Waikīkī

• BS, Hospitality Management, Tourism & Convention 
Administration emphasis, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

• Officer, Royal Order of Kamehameha I

• Chair, King Kamehameha Celebration Commission

• Chair, King Kamehameha Celebration Floral Parade – O‘ahu

• Student, Ka Pā Hula Hawai‘i, Kumu Hula Kaha‘i Topolinski

• Former Board Member and Certified cultural trainer, 
Native Hawaiian Hospitality Association

#LetKainoaHappen
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Our Mission:
to create sustainable, 
diversified, travel 
destination demand for the 
Hawaiian Islands.

The strategic principles of innovation, integration, inclusion and 
accountability serve as the foundation of HVCB's marketing 

direction.
www.HVCB.org
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The strategic principles of innovation, integration, inclusion and 
accountability serve as the foundation of HVCB's marketing 

direction.
www.HVCB.org

KULEANA: right, privilege, concern, 
responsibility, title, business, property, estate, 
portion, jurisdiction, authority, liability, interest, 
claim, ownership, tenure, affair, province; 
reason, cause, function, justification; small piece 
of property, as within an ahupuaʻa; blood relative 
through whom a relationship to less close 
relatives is traced, as to in-laws. 
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The People

“LIVING IN THE 
MOMENT”
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LET HAWAI‘I 
HAPPEN

HAWAI‘I 
ROOTED
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ma‘ema‘e
A HAWAIIAN CULTURAL TOOL KIT 

Ma‘ema‘e = cleanliness, purity, 
attractiveness
• Involves representing Hawai‘i in a way that is culturally 

sensitive, accurate & respectful

• Aims to honor & perpetuate the Hawaiian culture & community
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For updates to this program, please visit:

hawaiitourismauthority.org
(Versions are provided in English, Korean, Chinese, Japanese and German)

LEI:
• Personification of aloha
• Given and received with 

love
• Not gender specific
• Worn proudly
• Lovingly discarded
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KAHUNA:
Priest, healer, 
scientist, doctor, etc.
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Itʻs about understanding, honoring, 
respecting and taking care of the 

PLACE.
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kdaines@hvcb.org  

Mahalo


