


Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Experience 
Retrace the Expedition and Explore New People, Places, and Stories

The Purpose of the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail 
is to commemorate the 1804 to 
1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition 
through the identification; 
protection; interpretation; public 
use and enjoyment; and 
preservation of historic, cultural, 
and natural resources associated 
with the expedition and its place 
in U.S. and tribal history. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the LCNHT?  Why was it created?  What is a “National Historic Trail?”  What is the purpose of the trail? 
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Established 1978

4,900 miles

16 states

15 Indian reservations

6,157 miles of auto route

1,439 miles of water trails

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With the Ohio River Extension the Congressionally designated Trail is from Pittsburgh to the PacificSummary of key statistics– the Trail as a snapshot  
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Trail is Administered by the 
National Park Service. 

Park headquarters are in Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Management relies on close 
partnerships with key stakeholders:

• States
• Tribes
• Federal land managers
• Volunteers 
• Nonprofit groups
• Private sector

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Trail is Administered by the NPS and thus it is a partnership of many!!!What is the role of states, tribes, and other partners? Stress the importance of partnerships and partnership-building.
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Our Mission:
To preserve the remnants of the 
historic route of the 1804-1806 Corps 
of Discovery Expedition located along the 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail, 
and to provide for comprehensive 
interpretation of its history to allow for 
better visitor understanding and 
appreciation of its significance.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NPS is committed to preservation of the trail—including environmental conservation and cultural heritage preservation  
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Geotourism Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction of the Geotourism project. Stress that NPS will leverage the LCNHT Geotourism Program to execute cooperative agreement 
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Geotourism is tourism that sustains or enhances the 
geographic character of a place, its environment, culture, 
aesthetics, heritage, and the well-being of its residents. 

Geotourism encompasses a range of travel including culture 
and heritage, history, food, nature, adventure, the outdoors, 

water, music, and arts.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is Geotourism?  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is Geotourism?  
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How does Geotourism work? 

1. Brings together different destination stakeholders (local/state/national government, 
heritage, conservation, CVBs, tourism companies, and residents)

2. Develops a common vision for sustainable tourism development and commitment to 
action

3. Develop MapGuide and other marketing tools using user-generated content that tells 
local stories from a local perspective

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goals of the Geotourism Project align with goals of AIANTA/NPS Cooperative agreement 
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1. A strong and active community of public and private 
stakeholders working to conserve the land and legacy of the 
LCNHT

2. Increased domestic and international awareness of the trail 
legacy and its tourism assets

3. Thriving tourism communities with visitors that appreciate their 
authentic sense of place 

4. Strong participation of Native American tribes along the 
Trail, sharing their stories with travelers and leveraging 
tourism in a way that is compatible with their goals and 
sentiments

Geotourism Program Objectives 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goals of the Geotourism Project align with goals of AIANTA/NPS Cooperative agreement– Economic development and Cultural Heritage Preservation 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Points of interest are geo-located on an interactive map of the trail.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each point of interest has a full landing page with photo gallery, contact information, description including hours, seasonality, ADA accessibility, and more.
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How Can you get Involved?
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Sustainable 
Community

1. Community Partner Program 2. Sustainable Tourism Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the opportunity to showcase points of interest, we also have a program for communities to become designated LCNHT Sustainable Communities. Any tribe located along the trail is eligible. 
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Sustainable 
Community

Community Partnership Program Goals
• Educate local residents about the Trail;
• Build community-based constituencies of people who feel 

connected to the Trail;
• Engage active participation in sharing the sites, attractions, 

heritage, and stories that make the region unique;
• Improve destination marketing and tourism promotion for 

participating communities;
• Encourage communities to develop their own projects that 

support the objectives of the Geotourism program, such as 
volunteer events, festivals, and other events.
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Community Partnership Program Criteria 

1. Community is located on the trail (within 20 +/- miles)

2. Participation in the program is endorsed by official community/tribal cultural OR tourism agency 

3. Community showcases—or intends to showcase—its connection to the trail  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For point #3, each community may satisfy this requirement differently. Examples may include but are not limited to:annual festival, event, or service project associated with Trail;public maintenance of monument, plaque, statue, or signage associated with Trail;inclusion of the Trail in community marketing materials like website or brochure;Trail is represented at tourist information center or visitor center.
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Community Partnership Benefits
Destination Marketing
 Promotion on www.lewisandclark.travel website and other LCNHT communications channels;
 Recognition as LCNHT Community through digital badge for community destination;
 In-destination signage;
 Press release distributed in conjunction with Geotourism program.

Increased Community Engagement
 Opportunities for residents to share stories about their place and local narratives about Lewis and 

Clark through LCNHT website;
 Enhanced partnership with National Park Service and other Geotourism Program supporters;
 Connection to other LCNHT Communities.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make the case for why tribes should participate. There is an economic benefit to improved destination marketing AND this is an opportunity for tribes to share their perspective on Lewis and Clark—positive and negative. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is quick and simple to nominate a place online. Go to lewisandclark.travel/register to sign up for the site, then complete the online form to nominate a point of interest to the site. Once content has been nominated, it is reviewed by NPS team, then published to the site. Site users can always log in to edit, update, or delete their nomination. 



Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Experience 
Retrace the Expedition and Explore New People, Places, and Stories

Sustainable Tourism Program Goals
• Build community-based constituencies of people who feel 

connected to the Trail;

• Engage active participation in sharing the sites, attractions, 
heritage, and stories that make the region unique;

• Grow local economies and increase the tourism multiplier in 
communities along the trail

• Linking past/history to current traditions and culture



Benefits

• Businesses, attractions, and points of interest who participate in the Sustainable 
Tourism program will be featured on this website. 

• You will have the ability to create your own page, upload your own content, and 
edit it at your convenience.

• Approved participants will then receive an official Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail Sustainable Tourism decal to display at their storefront or other public 
area, as well as a digital badge to add to their website or social media channels.
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What Can Be Nominated to the Site?

• Locally owned and family businesses 
• Events, ceremonies, and festivals 
• Cultural experiences such as heritage sites, museums, theaters, music,
• Artist studios and galleries, craft workshops, and shops featuring handmade items
• Operators of outdoor experiences such as rafting, hiking, biking, hunting
• Historic sites such as trails, old homes, or places that features local architecture
• Scenic routes including hiking trails, bike routes, water ways, birding trails
• Local artist or artisan, storyteller, outdoor guide or historian
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Get Started

Step 1: Go to lewisandclark.travel

Step 2: Click “nominate a place”

Step 3: Register for the site

Step 4: Verify Email – be sure to 
check your junk mail folder if it is not 
in your inbox
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is quick and simple to nominate a place online. Go to lewisandclark.travel/register to sign up for the site, then complete the online form to nominate a point of interest to the site. Once content has been nominated, it is reviewed by NPS team, then published to the site. Site users can always log in to edit, update, or delete their nomination. 



Get Started
Step 1: Go to lewisandclark.travel
Step 2: Click “nominate a place” Step 3: Register 
for the site
Step 4: Click verification email

Step 5: Return to sign-in page and 
sign in

Step 6: Click “Start a New a 
Nomination”

Step 7: Complete online form
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is quick and simple to nominate a place online. Go to lewisandclark.travel/register to sign up for the site, then complete the online form to nominate a point of interest to the site. Once content has been nominated, it is reviewed by NPS team, then published to the site. Site users can always log in to edit, update, or delete their nomination. 
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How else can Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
support tourism in your community?
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Thank you
Dan Wiley

Dan_Wiley@nps.gov

Derek Schimmel
d.schimmel@solimarinternational.com

mailto:Dan_Wiley@nps.gov
mailto:g.seder@solimarinternational.com
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