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What does the National Endowment for the Arts DO?

Conduct and fund arts research

Manage national initiatives

Offer free art and culture resources

Award grants



• Eligible entities: 501c3 nonprofit organizations (3-year history), units of government, federally 
recognized tribes

• 1:1 Match required: in-kind or cash 

CHALLENGE
AMERICA 

Extend reach of arts to underserved 
communities; Project types include guest 
artist, public art, cultural tourism projects 

$10,000 Annual Deadline: 
April 

GRANTS FOR 
ARTS 

PROJECTS

Creation, presentation/ exhibition, education, 
and services to the field

$10,000-
$100,000

2 Annual Deadlines:
February and July

OUR TOWN Arts/culture-driven community development, 
creative placemaking; Requires partnership

$25,000-
$200,000

Annual Deadline: 
August

Competitive Funding Opportunities
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PHOTO: Richard Steinberger

Red Can Graffiti Jam 
Cheyenne River Youth Project
$10,000
Eagle Butte, SD



PHOTO: Dave Gingrich on FlickrCultural Tourism Planning
ArtReach St. Croix
$10,000
Stillwater, MN



CHALLENGE
AMERICA 

Extend reach of arts to underserved 
communities; Project types include guest 
artist, public art, cultural tourism projects 

$10,000 Annual Deadline: 
April 

GRANTS FOR 
ARTS 

PROJECTS

Creation, presentation/ exhibition, education, 
and services to the field

$10,000-
$100,000

2 Annual Deadlines:
February and July

OUR TOWN Arts/culture-driven community development, 
creative placemaking; Requires partnership

$25,000-
$200,000

Annual Deadline: 
August

• Eligible entities: 501c3 nonprofit organizations (3-year history), units of government, federally 
recognized tribes

• 1:1 Match required: in-kind or cash 

Competitive Funding Opportunities



Artist Communities

Arts Education

Dance

Design

Folk & Traditional 
Arts 

Literature

Local Arts Agencies

Media Arts

Museums

Music

Opera

Visual Arts

Research

Presenting & 
Multidisciplinary 
Works

Theater

Musical Theater 

Competitive Funding Opportunities



Arts Festival and Apprenticeship Program
Maine Indian Basketmakers Alliance
$25,000
Old Town, ME

PHOTO: Abbe Museum



PHOTO: Abbe Museum



Dance residencies and community engagement
Dance Place
$70,000
Washington, DC

photos by Jonathan Hsu (top) and Irmranda Ward (bottom)



Design and Entrepreneurial Innovation Training
Catapult Design
$15,000
Denver, CO PHOTO: Catapult Design by John Gargani



Navajo Business Toolkit 
Catapult Design 
$20,000 
Denver, CO



Innovation Challenge
Catapult Design
$25,000
Denver, CO

PHOTO: Catapult Design 



Native American Entrepreneurship
Catapult Design
$20,000
Denver, CO



Traditional Music Project
Appalshop, Inc.
Whitesburg, KY
$10,000



Dancing as One
City of Tarpon Springs
Tarpon Springs, FL
$20,000 / $10,000



Working Waterfront Festival
New Bedford Fishing Heritage Center
New Bedford, MA
$20,000 Photo: www.cedcnewfordford.org



Mountains of Music Homecoming
Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, The Crooked Road
Abingdon, VA
$30,000

Source: com
m

ons.W
ikim

edia.org –
Southw

est VA m
ap by Ali Zifan

Source: www.thecrookedroad.org



Mountains of Music Homecoming
Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, The Crooked Road
Abingdon, VA
$30,000

PHOTO:  Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, The Crooked Road
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NEA Competitive Funding Opportunities



PHOTO: Courtesy Esther Robinson.

Creative placemaking is when artists, arts 
organizations, and community development 
practitioners deliberately integrate arts and 
culture into community revitalization work -
placing arts at the table with land-use, 
transportation, economic development, 
education, housing, infrastructure, and public 
safety strategies. 



Cultural Landscape Exhibit Design
Chilkat (Jilkat) Indian Village
Haines, AK
$50,000



Cultural Landscape Exhibit Design
Chilkat (Jilkat) Indian Village
Haines, AK
$50,000



Design for Pow wow grounds + Artist space
Thunder Valley CDC
Pine Ridge Reservation, SD
$75,000 PHOTO: Thunder Valley Community Development Corporation



Oglala Lakota Artspace
First Peoples Fund 
Pine Ridge Reservation, SD
$150,000 Rendering courtesy of First People’s Fund



Cultural District Planning and Guidelines
Santo Domingo (Kewa) Tribe
Santo Domingo Pueblo, NM
$100 000

















Applicant Eligibility
Organizations: 

• Nonprofit organizations
• Colleges & universities
• Local arts agencies
• Official units of state or local government
• School districts
• Federally recognized tribal communities or tribes

Three-year history of arts programming

1-to-1 non-federal cost share/match (minimum)

Meet reporting requirements

Only one application to Art Works and/or Challenge America per 
organization per year

Image courtesy of 11th Street Bridge Park



Image courtesy of Cathedral Arts Project

What the Arts Endowment Does Not Fund

General operating support
Creation of new organizations
Academic degrees
Facility construction, purchase, or renovation
Individuals (except in literature and honorifics)
Individual schools
Commercial, for-profit enterprises
Fiscal sponsors



Application
Deadline

February or 
July 2019

Panel 
Review

Summer or Fall 
2019

National 
Council on 
the Arts 
Approval

October 2019 
or March 2020

Award 
Notification

November 2019 
or April 2020

Project Start

January or 
June 2020

Application Review (GAPs)



https://www.arts.gov/



Part 1: Submit the SF-424 (short form) to Grants.gov
• The appropriate form can be found via a direct link at www.arts.gov on 

the guidelines page for the discipline you are applying for
• Submit at least 10 days before the posted deadline in case of issues

Part 2: Submit application materials via the Applicant Portal
• Your application narrative, budget information, and work samples
• Each program has an Instructions PDF available on www.arts.gov with 

detailed guidelines

Guidelines webinars and tutorials designed to assist you are archived on our website.

Application Process

Chinyakare Ensemble by RJ Muna, courtesy of San Francisco Dance Festival



Complete grants.gov and sam.gov registrations ASAP
Contact staff with questions
Watch webinars 
Look at previously awarded grants 
Read the sample application narratives 
Request feedback

Image courtesy Carrie Morris Arts Production Detroit

Helpful Hints



QUEEN IDA GUILLORY - 2009 GEORGE BENSON - 2009
PHOTO  CREDIT : MICHAEL G. STEWART PHOTO  CREDIT : TOM PICH

1986 National Heritage Fellow, Helen Cordero, Pueblo Potter
Photo by Tom Pich 

• Nation’s highest honor in the folk and traditional 
arts.

• 440 National Heritage Fellowships have been 
awarded to artists in 50 states and 4 U.S. 
territories.

• Up to 9 National Heritage Fellowships are awarded 
annually. One of the nine is for the Bess Lomax 
Hawes Award.

• Nominations may be for an individual or a group 
(duo or ensemble), but NOT an incorporated 
organization.

• Deadline is late July 2020

National Heritage Fellowships



Selection Criteria for Fellowships

• Artistic excellence

• Significance within the 
particular artistic tradition

• Contributions to living cultural 
heritage

Photo by Tom
 PIch

National Heritage Fellowship Award Medals



Loren Bommelyn
Tolowa Tradition Bearer

Crescent City, CAPhoto by Tom Pich



Delores Churchill
Haida Cedar Bark Weaver
Ketchikan, AK

Photo by Tom Pich



Photo by Tom PIch

Photo by Tom PichTheresa Secord
Penobscot Nation
Ash/Sweetgrass Basketmaker
Waterville, ME



www.rural-design.org

Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design (CIRD)



Akwesasne Mohawk Territory
Mohawk Culture in Design Standards



Courtney Spearman
Design Specialist
spearmanc@arts.gov
202.682.5603

Cheryl Schiele
Folk & Traditional Arts Specialist
schielec@arts.gov
202.682.5587

Thank You!
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